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THE DANGERS OF IDOLATRY
EXODUS 32

BIG IDEA: We must guard against the idols of our hearts and
refrain from placing anything above God.

" “Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the
people assembled about Aaron and said to him, ‘Come, make us a god who will go before
us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know
what has become of him.’ 2 Aaron said to them, ‘Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears
of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.’ ® Then all the people
tore off the gold rings which were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. * He

took this from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool and made it into a molten
calf; and they said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.’”

Application:

1. God cautions us to be wary of idols as they pose a significant
temptation for all of us.

7 “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Go down at once, for your people, whom you brought up
from the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. € They have quickly turned aside from
the way which | commanded them. They have made for themselves a molten calf, and have
worshiped it and have sacrificed to it and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you
up from the land of Egypt!"” ° The Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, and behold,
they are an obstinate people.’”

Acts 7:39-40 “Our fathers were unwilling to be obedient to him, but repudiated him and in
their hearts turned back to Egypt, *° saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before
us; for this Moses who led us out of the land of Egypt—we do not know what happened to
him.””

1 Corinthians 10:6-7 “Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not
crave evil things as they also craved. ” Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is
written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play.””

2. God cautions us to be wary of idols because they lead to
death.

%7 “He said to them, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Every man of you put his sword
upon his thigh, and go back and forth from gate to gate in the camp, and kill every man his
brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbor.’” 2 ‘So the sons of Levi

did as Moses instructed, and about three thousand men of the people fell that day.’”



Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

John 10:11 1 am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”

Notes:



