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PRESENCE OVER PRESENTS
Exodus 33

Big Idea: God desires for us to find joy in His presence, rather than
in the gifts He provides.

"“Then the Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Depart, go up from here, you and the people whom you
have brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land of which | swore to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, saying, ‘To your descendants | will give it.’ 21 will send an angel before you
and | will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the
Jebusite. 2 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for | will not go up in your midst,
because you are an obstinate people, and | might destroy you on the way.””

APPLICATION:

1. God desires to come from His presence over
His presents.

4 “When the people heard this sad word, they went into mourning, and none of them put
on his ornaments. 5 For the Lord had said to Moses, ‘Say to the sons of Israel, “You are an
obstinate people; should | go up in your midst for one moment, | would destroy you. Now
therefore, put off your ornaments from you, that | may know what | shall do with you.’ € So
the sons of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward.”

Philippians 3:8 “More than that, | count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them
but rubbish so that | may gain Christ.”

2. God desires to come from His presence
over His presents.

4 “And He said, ‘My presence shall go with you, and | will give you rest.” > Then he said to
Him, ‘If Your presence does not go with us, do not lead us up from here. ' For how then can
it be known that | have found favor in Your sight, | and Your people? Is it not by Your going
with us, so that we, | and Your people, may be distinguished from all the other people who
are upon the face of the earth?’ 7 The Lord said to Moses, ‘I will also do this thing of which
you have spoken; for you have found favor in My sight and | have known you by name.”

1 Peter 2:9-10 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God'’s
own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light; ° for you once were not a people, but now you are the
people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

NOTES:



