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THE CONFIDENCE OF A CLEAN CONSCIENCE
2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4

Big Idea: We can live with a clear conscience When we walk in
sincerity, keep our word, and love sacrificially.

1. A clear conscience begins with

2 “For our proud confidence is this: the testimony of our conscience, that in holiness and
godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted
ourselves in the world, and especially toward you.”

Romans 2:15 “In that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience
bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them.”

Hebrews 9:14 “How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
Hirgself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?”

1 Peter 3:16 “And keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered,
those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.”

2. A clear conscience

5“In this confidence | intended at first to come to you, so that you might twice receive

a blessing; 6 that is, to pass your way into Macedonia, and again from Macedonia to come
to you, and by you to be helped on my journey to Judea. 7 Therefore, | was not vacillating
when | intended to do this, was I? Or what | purpose, do | purpose according to the flesh,
so that with me there will be yes, yes and no, no at the same time? ¢ But as God is
faithful, our word to you is not yes and no.”

3 “For we write nothing else to you than what you read and understand, and | hope you

will understand until the end; *just as you also partially did understand us, that we are

your reason to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.”

Matthew 5:37 “But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil.”

James 5:12 “Your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.”

3. A clear conscience

23“But | call God as witness to my soul, that to spare you | did not come again

to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but are workers with you for your joy; for
in your faith, you are standing firm. But | determined this for my own sake, that | would not
come to you in sorrow again. 2For if | cause you sorrow, who then makes me glad but the
one whom | made sorrowful? 3 This is the very thing | wrote you, so that when | came, |
would not have sorrow from those who ought to make me rejoice; having confidence in
you all that my joy would be the joy of you all.”

4 “For out of much affliction and anguish of heart | wrote to you with many tears; not so
that you would be made sorrowful, but that you might know the love which | have
especially for you.”

2 Corinthians 7:9-10 “I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were
made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will
of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through us. '°© For the sorrow that is
according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but
the sorrow of the world produces death.”
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